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'We Don't Have to Give Up Our Beliefs'

L V1] Rights Fighter Ignores Barbs

"When One Person Is Perse cuted A|| of Us Are Persecuted'
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of Racial Equality and the
‘Women's Intergroup Commit-

housing, registered voters in
South Providence, taken part
in every recent civil rights
demonstration in Providence
and traveled to Springfield,
Mass., for the demonstrations
there Jast month.
During her three years of
eM] rights leﬁvlw anonym-
voices  have
brlrl!ed her with the names
“Communist” and ‘‘radical.”
Even her relatives have re;
ceived calls, from persons who
“said Mrs. Nathans would ruin
her hysband's dentistry prac-,
ﬂae hy her civil rights ::h

Lee Nathans,
learned lo Imu these barbs.

_'who supports her work -gulnn
* discrimination, calmed her,

saying:

“It that kind of people.can
ruin me, then we'll .go live
in a tent if we're forced to.
But we don't have to give up
our beliefs.”

Her husband’s support made
Mrs. Nathans more confident
that her fight against prejudice

was just. %
Why does this woman, the

3 guess T've always

mother of threé yolng
dren, leave her Cranston ho: &
m petmun -for equal opportu-

"Pnjud.lce 1% a terrible
thing,” Mrs, Nathans said, de-
scribing her feelings. “And I
felt that

when one person is being per-
secuted, all of us are really
being persecuted at the same
~ time.” 1

Mrs. Nafhans' Jewish heri-
tage strengthened her beliefs
in equality.

Referring to Hitler's perse-
cution of the Jewish people,
she said softly, “After that I
don’t see how any Jew can
stind on the sidelines wheh
there is discrimination against
2 minority group.”

Mrs. Nathans interest in
civil. rights began several

“He said all of us could *
find out about discrimination
)un by picking up the tele-
and answering ads for

here in Prov-
ld'encg 3

“He told us-that, at the end
of our inquiry we should say,
‘Oh, by the way, I'm & Ne-
gro-

Mrs. Nathans followed the
man’s advise. The results
shocked her into action.
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Nathans

summed up this feeling when
she said:

“I suppose people udd we
were outside agitators there.
But you should have seen how
‘happy, the Negroes in Spring-
field were, knowing that we
cared enough to come.

“Just from their eyes you
could tell they were saying
mnk you' and ‘God bless
I Earlier this _ year, she

worked diligently for passage
of the state’s fair housing bill.
“T think { had a perfect at-

from home often.

her days at the legislature,
she hired a babysitter for her
younger children, Jolie Ann,
now 4, and Philip, 5.

“I felt very guilty, leaving

. them like that,” she said, “but

then I thought . . . I'm really
doing it for them. I wonldn't
want them to up know-

grow
ing their mother had

young as they are, are aware
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of the civil rights movement.
“They go through house

. ‘We Shall Over-

come," Mrs. Nathans said, ex-
plaining that she taught them
this anthem of civil rights
workers.
Her older son, Michael 12,
is an avid reader. He follows
the newspaper accounts of the
discrimination struggle and
eagerly questions his mother,
about her activities.

“I think he thinks I'm win-
ning this war singlehandedly,”
Mrs. Nathans said. “Im sure
he thinks his mother will' go
down in history.”

Mrs. Nathans' dedication to
civil rights ‘carries through in
all aspects of her life.

On each pennmﬂneck she
glues a sticker thal

“As your cu:tomer. I sup-
port Equal Employment and
Service for all regardless of
Race, Creed or Color.”

She refuses to buy p:
made in thg South and]
though her family once had
winter home_in Florida, she
says she will not travel south
again until  prejudice disap-
pears there.

Sitting on the tastefully dec-
orated patio of her spacious
ranch home on Tupelo Hill
Drive in' Cranston, Mrs. Na-
thans was the picture of a well-
do-do suburban housewife.

Only her philosophy sounded
different.

“Here we are, wallowing in
luxury while people around us
are starving. It just isn't fair

ething to

. _n
life, I'll consider my life a ste-
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